EXPERIMENTAL
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the current is interrupted and the potential is then read at definite
intervals of time, a peculiar result is obtained, which becomes evident
by reference to the table given on the next page.
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By recording the results photographically, using Moll's excellent
galvanometer, the curve shown in Fig. 208 was obtained.

Thus it is seen that the potential first of all falls rapidly, then for
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FIG. 208.



some time it decreases very slowly, and finally for the second time it
falls rapidly. Until this second rapid decrease of potential occurs the
iron is passive. The question now arises, What is the explanation of